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JOINT DECLARATION

The EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (CSP) is afehe bodies set up within the framework of t
Association Agreement between the European Unidrimaine.

The CSP enables civil society organisations frorh tsides to monitor the implementation proc
from the point of view of civil society, and prepaheir recommendations for the relevant authait

The CSP is made up of thirty members, fifteen femoh side, representing the EESC and Ukrai
civil society. The 8 meeting of the CSP was co-chaired Bygriana Mishchuk, expert of the
Ukrainian environmental NGO MAMA-86, andlfredas JonusSka member of the EESC an
Director-General of the Siauliai Chamber of Comreetndustry and Craft.

The CSP members discussed the progress in the nmaptation of the EU-Ukraine Associatid
Agreement, and considered and adopted reports ®nntplementation of European integrati
reforms in the field of science and technology &4 as on the policy regarding internally displag
persons in the context of the Association Agreemé&hey also discussed plans for the Platfor
work in 2018.

he

£SS

e

hian

n

ed
m's

1. With regard to the implementation of the EU-Ukrane Association Agreement, the CSP

members:
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1.2
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welcome the entering into full force, on 1 Septemb@l7, of the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement, including the Deep and Comprehensivee Anade Area, and call upon the
European Union and the Government of Ukraine toumnsts complete and timely
implementation;

acknowledge the importance of reforms in healthcadeication, energy efficiency and the
pension system of Ukraine and call for determined eonsistent implementation of these and
other reforms under the EU-Ukraine Association A&gnent, in particular on decentralisation,
public administration, social and labour relatioas,well as in other sectors, in dialogue with
all relevant stakeholders and aiming to ensure rdeeeork and achieve European-level
standards of living;

urge the Ukrainian authorities to boost reform lé fudiciary, focusing in particular on
enforcement of anti-corruption legislation, andwitgy the independence and operability of the
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established anti-corruption institutions, and datl the swift adoption of legislation enabling
the creation of an anti-corruption court, transpaend independent appointment of judges and
ensuring citizens' access to justice;

bearing in mind the fact that Ukraine is lagginghind the legal approximation schedule
provided for in the Association Agreement, welcorttee adoption by the Ukrainian
government of the European Integration CommuninaBtrategy and the new Action Plan for
implementing the Association Agreement, while ai@ssing that the public consultations on
the latter document did not meet the minimum stedwl#&id down by Ukrainian legislation.
The CSP members call on the government to makpl#mmed online monitoring system of the
Association Agreement's implementation availableicv would contribute to the transparency
of the implementation process as well as raisingramess among Ukrainian civil society and
the wider public with regard to how well implemetida is being carried out;

welcome the adoption by the European Parliamenihe@frecommendation to the Council, the
Commission and the EEAS on the Eastern Partnersieiping out plans to introduce the
"EaP+" model for Ukraine and other associated atesjtincluding the creation of a trust fund
for Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia, in order to ukloenhanced opportunities for further
integrating Ukraine into existing EU cooperationam&nisms and increase participation in EU
programmes and agencies;

welcome the initiative of the Lithuanian parliameot draft the "New European Plan for
Ukraine for 2017-2020" (the so-called "Marshall iPfar Ukraine™) that would guarantee an
increase in the EU's economic, political and finahassistance to Ukraine, and call upon the
EU institutions to study the proposal thoroughly;

note the positive impact of the recently introdueesh-free travel regime — in force since 11
June 2017 — for citizens of Ukraine, boosting pedptpeople contacts, and express confidence
that it will continue to bring societies closer ¢biger; furthermore, call upon both sides to seek
further opportunities to ensure that Ukrainiang fee tangible results of European integration
in Ukraine;

express their unequivocal support for the sovetgignd territorial integrity of Ukraine within

its internationally recognised borders and cond®&ussian aggression, which resulted in the
illegal annexation of Crimea, the City of Sevasiognd the partial occupation of Donetsk and
Luhansk regions and led to multiple deaths; algoress deep concern regarding the further
deterioration of the human rights situation in G¥anin particular concerning Crimean Tatars,
and occupied territories in eastern Ukraine. CShbags also call for the immediate liberation
of all Ukrainian political prisoners illegally déteed in Russia and hostages of Russian proxies
in the occupied territories;

welcome the prolongation of EU sanctions againgt Russian Federation, targeting the
financial, energy and defence sectors, and the afretual-use goods as well as individual
restrictive measures, and call on the EU MembeaeSta push, with all necessary political and
economic means, for the restoration of Ukraine'sesmgnty and territorial integrity,
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establishing peace and solving the humanitariarblpnas of the residents of these and
adjoining territories;

express satisfaction about the significant increase bilateral trade following the
implementation of DCFTA as well as the introductmna set of temporary autonomous trade
measures in favour of Ukraine, further improvingess for Ukrainian exporters to the EU
market. The CSP members encourage the Ukrainidros@tigs to take the final steps towards
joining the regional convention on pan-Euro-Med#eean preferential rules of origin (PEM
Convention), which would open up new opportunif@sUkrainian and EU enterprises as well
as calling on both sides to sign the Agreement onf@mity Assessment and Acceptance of
Industrial Products;

note that the implementation process for the adbfeategy on Technical Regulation until
2020 is lagging behind schedule, in particular wébard to the stages of drafting and adoption
of the relevant legislative and normative acts, alst® does not take sufficient account of the
needs and capacity of market actors;

acknowledge that the procedure for the implemesatf the EUacquis in the sphere of
aviation has to be simplified, in order to implerm#re original EU regulations, as set out in the
annexes to the Common Aviation Area (CAA) agreemsee¢king swift approximation of the
Ukrainian legislation to the Edcquis in the field of civil aviation without addition&ludgetary
allocations;

welcome the fact that the updated Strategy of Mati@&nvironmental Policy of Ukraine until
2030 has been made public and discussion with sbglety on this document, which includes
35 target indicators, has commenced, and calt forbe approved immediately;

note the urgent need to adopt legislation in tlkl fof Strategic Environmental Assessment and
the necessary by-laws for the practical implemesriadf the Ukrainian law on environmental
impact assessment;

note that one of the key tasks for healthcare mefor Ukraine should be the simultaneous
introduction of compulsory state social health nasge, which could become an effective and
efficient way of guaranteeing the treatment, diaggarevention and rehabilitation of patients
in the case of illness or accident, and to avoiftisg the burden of financing medical services
to patients;

call on the authorities of Ukraine to ensure theimum level of social protection in Ukraine,
as laid down in Recommendation No. 202 of the irggonal Labor Organization, as well as to
fully ratify the revised European Social Charter;

reiterate their call on the Ukrainian governmentaiilitate the immediate establishment of the
Domestic Advisory Group on sustainable developmastprovided for in Article 299, Chapter
13, of the Association Agreement, with broad repnéstion of employers' organisations, trade
unions, non-governmental organisations and othakebblders so as to ensure a permanent,
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coherent and timely dialogue, covering sustainaefeelopment aspects of EU-Ukraine trade
relations.

On implementation of the Association Agreement intte field of science and technology,
the CSP members:

point to the fact that the Association Agreementiipowerful incentive for reforming the
public administration system in the field of scienand technology, joining the European
Research Area (ERA), enhancing efficiency of théionmal research system, streamlining
investments in international cooperation and re$earfrastructure, creating a free market of
researchers, as well as knowledge and data exchaitgea view to addressing global
challenges and increasing the competitivenesseoétbnomy;

welcome the signing of the Ukraine's Associatiomegnent with regard to Horizon 2020 and
the agreement on scientific and technological boltation between the European Atomic
Energy Community and the Ukrainian government algwUkraine to cooperate with the
Euratom Research and Training Programme (2014—2@%8)ell as commencing cooperation
under the agreements with CERN, EuroFusion anddhe Research Centre;

note that the decline in funding for science to lasvest ever level has led to a sharp
deterioration in working conditions for researcharsl a drop in their salaries, as well as a
significant science brain drain abroad and to o#eators of the economy, and demonstrates
that science is not among the government's pegritiThis jeopardises Ukraine's
implementation of the Association Agreement in fiedd of science and technology, and is
leading to a decline in the economy's competitissrand a loss of opportunities with regard to
achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals;

call on the National Academy of Sciences of UkraiNASU) to take steps to modernise this
key institution by following the recommendations eat in the Horizon 2020 Policy Support
Facility Report, which are based on the best prastof similar institutions within EU Member
States. In particular, it should take into accogender balance at decision-making level and
encourage young researchers to participate in N&@blagement structures;

recommend aiming R&D funding at broader competifiwveject-based initiatives as well as
encouraging and supporting research related tméssiand industry, and cooperation between
Ukrainian companies and scientific institutions;

note that the effective use of opportunities offidog the associated participation in the Horizon
2020 programme depends mainly on enhancing th#uitishal capacity of certain executive
authorities and the government in general, the béskement of effective coordination
mechanisms between various ministries under thes agfgthe Vice Prime Minister for
European and Euro-Atlantic integration, coordimatiwvith stakeholders of the European
Research Area and communication with civil socratyre broadly;

invite relevant EU institutions to consider a widet of tools for Ukraine's integration into the
ERA, particularly educational, scientific and teah and economic leverage aimed at
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providing incentives for the necessary reform awciding the reform process being hindered
as a result of obsolete practices and lack of imalthe CSP members consider it reasonable to
establish a specialised fund to provide internaidgachnical assistance to Ukraine during its
integration into the ERA, provide it with the nesas/ research and innovation infrastructure
and support exchange programmes for scientists;

express their concern about the lack of organisatjdogistical and information support to the
National Board of Ukraine on the Development ofeBice and Technology, as well as the
failure to provide — in the draft 2018 State Budgdtinding for the creation and activities of
the National Research Fund, and of the common msys$te assessing the science-based
activities of scientific institutions and higherusdtion establishments, based on European best
practices;

emphasise the importance of elaborating a strategythe development of science and
technology and bringing it in line with the goverami's other strategic documents and with
ERA policy, as well as the importance of creatingamisational and financial mechanisms for
the implementation of that strategy, particularlyrough the participation of Ukrainian

representatives in the ERA's groups and commifteescientific policy, setting up a system of
expert support in Ukraine and ensuring coordinatimtween the key research funding
organisations with a view to implementing the roagmof Ukraine's integration into the ERA;

encourage the wider use of instruments of inteonati cooperation, particularly in order to:
ensure participation in the ESFRI-2016 researchastifucture, which is a key priority for
Ukraine; adopt the law on recognising the Eurofgesearch Infrastructure Consortium; create
opportunities for engaging foreign researchers lagaefiting from the academic mobility of
Ukrainian scientists; introduce the procedure aérgpransparent and merit-based recruitment
of researchers; develop Open Science and Open dtinavagendas; and ensure that Ukraine
participates in the European Open Science ClouBésearch;

invite the Ukrainian government, in cooperationhwihe relevant social partners and civil
society organisations, to develop and adopt letifisidao empower women in science, which
should include affordable childcare, paid leavesoemagement for fathers to take on a bigger
role in child care, etc.

On the rights of internally displaced persons (IDP} the CSP members:

stress that internally displaced persons shoule the same rights and living conditions and
should enjoy the same opportunities to particifratgvil, political and cultural activities as the
local population. This requires not only adequatarfcing and determination on the part of the
authorities, but also cooperation with the broaderd of organised civil society;

underline, in particular, the importance of ensgragual treatment of IDPs with regard to
access to accommodation, employment and sociakiggcwhich is a prerequisite for their
integration with local communitieand into the labour market; call on the Ukrainiatharities,

especially the Ministry for Temporarily Occupied riiories and IDPs, to urgently take
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measures in this respedta. by promoting employment and self-employment of $Dd&hd
providing them with social housing;

emphasise the need to take steps in order to eefaritilies, rebuild the social fabric, restore
mutual trust and eliminate prejudices towards IDiRge that civil society organisations can
play a key role in these processes;

note that restrictions on the movement of civilidreween the government-controlled zones
and the zones that are not under the control ofyjthvernment should be gradually lifted and
should not make it excessively or unjustifiablyfidiflt for the IDPs to cross the dividing line
or prevent those wishing to return from doing so;

call for restitution of the civil rights of IDPsnéluding their electoral rights, as well as for the
development of mechanisms for the recovery of thiglets through simplified access to
justice;

insist that violations of the right to free moverhehould be stopped, and that the establishment
of a legal mechanism for checking IDPs' place sidence should only be carried out if there is
evidence of illegal use of rights to social assistaor other significant breaches of the law;

call for the restoration of the right to have a fien, irrespective of the IDPs' place of
residence, and for the extension of the numbertaiEwned banks available for receiving
such payments;

encourage the regulation by means of legislatioprotedures confirming IDPs' civil status,
the recovery of lost documents, and the restoraiforiolated rights with regard to legal acts;
also call for the establishment of an effective hagism to demonstrate actual seniority so as
to create conditions for providing a proper penservice to IDPs;

call for the establishment of a transparent sydstanproviding information about existing IDP
support programmes, receipt of such support angsége, which is also agreed with IDPs;

reiterate the importance of involving IDPs and othsikeholders in the development of any
policy affecting IDPs.




